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FEATULE

create visual work to show how they
saw water's potential to sustain Hong
Kong, to highlight the fragile state
of the city’s water supply, the impact
that the areas urbanisation has had
upon water sources and changes in
the quality of moisture in the air.
During the three months de
Bretteville worked with HKDI
students, she saw an increasing
awareness and identification with
water's power. “The attention of
most students was captured by the
disregard and disrespect for, as well
as the preciousness of Hong Kong's
abundant water. They each tried to
draw people to pay more attention

to water, the anger they imagined
the water must feel and its power to
damage and destroy.

“It’s surprising that anyone
could forget the presence of water
moisture and the importance of
Hong Kong’s harbours,” says de
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THSISAATY THATS SO
INIIMAIELY CONNECTED 1O
[HE ALANET'S ENDANGEIED
RELATIONSHPWITH WAITESY

Bretteville. “The humidity during
all but a few months, the monsoon
rains, the surrounding ocean,
reservoirs, sea surges, typhoons and
potential for flooding. This is a city
that is intimately connected to the
planet’s endangered relationship
with water sources, and it could be
the most attentive to our need to
preserve water and pay attention to
the presence of moisture and the
early warnings it can provide, Hong
Kong should be expert in how best
to take care, prepare and respond to
expected dangers to come.”

De Brerteville was invited to
HEKDI by the school's Principal,
Leeslie Lu, who did his Masters
at Yale. She was captivated by the
school’s proximity to Junk Bay and
soon found an article by Yim Wai
Shu Wyss, Emeritus Professor of
Geology and Earth Sciences at the
University of Hong Keng. In her
proposal to HKDI, she requested
that a public lecture by Professor
Yim take place shortly after her
arrival so that the HKDI students
would have a scientific basis for their
work in regard to warer and land
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relations past, present and future.
In his research Yim indentifies
water vapour as a key factor in
environmental changes. *Of the
greenhouse gases, water vapour is
much more abundant than carbon
dioxide,” says Yim. “A decrease in
concentration by about 10% over
2000-2009 was found to slow the
rate of increase in global surface
temperature by about 25% compared
to all other greenhouse gases.”
According to a paper by Yim
in the Hong Kong Engineer titled
Water vapour and climate change:
Hong Emrg'; perspective, water
vapour distribution affects our
climate “through floods and
droughts, ice sheet expansion
and retreat, the well-being of
the planet’s vegetation including
food supply” while also having a
profound effect on sea-levels.
Yim argues that heat generation

ISSUE ENGHT 2004 | SIGHN30

in urban areas, such as the Victoria
Harbour basin, is an important
means of atmospheric water vapour
transfer. Hong Kongers also impact
water vapour levels through fossil
fuel consumption, land reclamation
and water supply schemes, such
as the import of water from
Dongjiang, which have changed the
regional natural water cycle.

“When they are taken on their own,
these factors might seem to have a
minor effect but they are like water

dripping on a rock,” says de Bretteville.

“Drop by drop the moisture erodes
and changes the rock’s shape. And

when there are multiple sources of
change, the transformation takes place
much faster.”

It was Yim's work regarding the
vital role of water moisture that
inspired de Bretteville 's own poetic
project at HKDI entitled Wirer
Moeisture 2.0, in which a blue line
appears as we gaze from HKDI
across the horizon at Junk Bay. The
visibility of the laser beam intensifies
with the amount of water moisture
in the air.

In the same spirit, de Bretteville's
project at HKII was called i
i (border of the sky/corner of
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FEATULE

the ocean). For three months she
worked with 32 students from a

variety of disciplines, a feature she
insisted on to help break down the
divisions between departments.

The results represent a remarkable
archive of creativity especially as
many of the students, such as Felix
Yeung, were in their first year at
HEKDI. Yeung designed an elaborate
set of stairs of varying widths
descending to the water’s edge at
Junk Bay. Fellow first year student
Victor So designed a 100 metre
long viewing bridge across water
flowing into Junk Bay, to give people
a chance to observe the way water
moves between sea and land.

Some of the projects showed great
daring. Marco Leung designed a
partially submerged floating room
that would be open to the sky and
have a view under water; Billy Chan
created a video to capture the way

the sea calls to us in anger at places
like Victoria Harbour, even if we
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SOMANY STUDENTS HEAL)
UNDERSIOCOD AND IDENTHED
- WITH THE WATER S RAGEAND

are too preoccupied to perceive the
water's pain at our indifference.
Yammi Ngai created a video with a
soundtrack of her own breathing to
echo the waves and tides as a means
to express the way the water must
feel as land is “reclaimed” from the
sea to build more structures.
Among the visually moving
projects is a book created by
Crimson Chan representing the
conflict between water and humans,
particularly those who live close
to the sea in Hong Kong's few
remaining fishing communities, such
as Tai O, on the Lantau coastline.
“After human beings started to
build their houses along the coast,
the ocean became annoyed so she
destroyed all the houses,” says Chan,
describing the inspiration for his
book Hoéod and Water.“The human
beings fought back by covering their
houses with metal, but they were
still not strong enough to withstand
the power of the ocean.”

RESULIANT DESTIRUCTION

Chan's book with its vivid patterns
of waves sweeping through buildings
is reminiscent of the tsunami that
hit Japan in 2010, but his visual
sources were closer to home. “1
saw these ruins in Tai O and they
showed me that living by the sea is
very tough. You have to strengthen
yourself to fight with the nature.”

Student Dora Yau used her graphic
design skills on her book called
Meeting, which captures how marine
wildlife interacts with human waste
and the built infrastructure.

“I wanted to show that the
environment is not weak and delicate
and in need of our protection, but
rather that people should be humble
and contrite in the face of nature’s
strength,” says Yau, who also spent
time in Tai O to complete her
project. “Tai O has a serious problem
with water pollution and rapid
urbanisation. Many of the traditional
stilt houses have been abandoned,
while the large influx of visitors
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during the holidays brings a lot of
waste, But after the trip, I discovered
that the ecosystem there has tried to
adapt with some marine creatures
making a home in discarded bottles,
shoes and cans.”

Yau says that the project has
transformed her view of the
environment. "At the beginning, 1
tried to illustrate directly the serious
pollution problem in Tai O, but
after sharing with my classmates,

I understood that we need to
change our attitudes. We should
not live as "egos”, taking the role of

ambassadors for the marine systerm.
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Instead we should become “eco”,
which conveys the idea that people
are only a part of the planet, and we
should live in harmony with narure.”
The progress of the %
i (border of the sky/comer of
the ocean) projects has been
a challenging pleasure for de
Bretteville, who says she has been
“touched and impressed” by the
perseverance of project participants.
“These were mostly first year
students and it took courage,
determination and commitment for
them to move forward from their
own response to a particular site at
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the same time as they were learning
new design skills,” she says. "As a
maker and a teacher I cannot help
but admire the work done by those
young people, who supported one
another and continued re-working
their own R XE projects until
their work was fully developed for
others to see.”

De Bretteville also found the
insights in the students'work had a
surprising depth.

“The most remarkable aspect of
the student work was the degree
to which so many students heard,
understood and identified with
the water's rage and resultant
destruction,” she says.

The B xE project lives on in an
experimental website called, "Expect
the Unexpected” which can be found
at http//hjty.imlab.cc/#p=540 and
was designed by Weiyi I and Mazim
Harvey, graduates of de Bretteville's
program at Yale University who
visited HKIDI for three weeks this
FHET AT,

De Bretteville plans a return to
Hong Kong before long to install
what she calls “Water Moisture 5.0"
which will “poetically make water
vapour visible as part of raising
awareness of its importance to our
lives now and in the future.”

With Hong Kong forecast to
have its most tumultuous typhoon
season in a generation this coming
summer, she can't come back soon
encugh. Without a change in the
way we live on this planet, humanity
may soon find itself en route to a

rendezvous with the fate that betell

the dinosaurs, ()



