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In celebration of World Interiors Day, HKDI held a series of seminars with
prominent interior designers and a workshop to promote this year’s theme of intelligence

eld on the last Saturday of May each year,

World Interiors Day is an event set up by the

International Federation of Interior architects

and designers (IFI). The aim is to promote the
interior design profession across the world with events
held by its members, who are design-based organisations,
including educational establishments such as HKDL. The
day not only serves to highlight the profession itselt, bur
also reminds people how the built environment affects us,
and how both interiors and their occupants are connected,
through a series of evenrs,

For the first time, this year HKDI held a series of
master lecrures by prominent local interior designers in
the run up to the event, as well as a design workshop on
interior design for both students and the public, held on
Samurday May 28 irsclf.

“By organising these talks and workshops, we hope to
engage our students and the public. To have them realise
that interior design is more than just design, the way they
move around and utilise their surroundings affects their
daily lives, behaviours and thinking. The most direct way
to do this is to let them listen to some of the best in the
industry,” says Danicl Chan, head of Product and Interior
Deesign Department at HKIM.

With top Hong Kong interior designer, Steve Leung,
due ro become E:-r-'.'\-il.|1.'r'|.[ of the IF1 in 2007 HELY] invived
him to be a keynore speaker for their event, along with
other significant industry figures, including Joey Ho,
James Law and lighting designer, Tino Kwan.

Leung believes this year's World Interiors Day theme of
Inreriors [:l'lfr.'"i:;cﬂ-l.‘c is rather a fazhionable one. "We are
all in the intermet world, and intelligence becomes part of
our daily life. I think it’s a topic for us te have alot of debare
and discussion over.,” he Sy, “We :t|'|.'..':|.:.'5-: emCOLrgEe our

members to promote this world interior day in their own

country. I think it's important for more and more people
to be participating, no matter whether they are students,
practitioners, professors, writers, editors, it doesnt matter.
We also encourage our members to collect what they have
discussed, with any conclusions or suggestions, then we can
put it all rogether and share among the members.”

HED1 alumni, Tenniel Tsang, now the director of
interior design firm Nowus Penetralis, was invited 1o
organise the workshop to be held on World Interiors
Day for students and genecral public. In the workshop, the
I't-:lr'l'i.uip.l.r|rx weere asked o build 2 suseainable interior m
accommodate as many people as possible, with limited
time and resources.

The task gave the participants the chance to build
something from scratch and made them think about the
i|'|'|'|'|-||:rr:|:|:|T clements in _:_-;-:l-.:u.I e o 1,|1.'w-i_|_r.|'|. “It Ly he a
workshop for design 101, but we were happy to see that
some of the youngsters actually started to think abour how
they should feel, and what people are expected to be inside
this little experimental design,” adds Chan.

Bur the highlight of this years events in Hong
Kong was definitely the master lecture series. Both
speaker sessions had a full house, with more than 300
in the asdience ar each, made up of both smudents and
practitioners. “1 think it is a good thing to select a day
every vear and name it World Interiors Day, to celebrare
the interior professions and make people aware of the
importance of interior design,” says Leung. Mot only
tor making beautiful interiors like restaurants or *-']m]m,
but also to tell people that interiors, like architecture, can
influence the sociery and can be part of the society. Ir can

be part of people’s everyday life.”

For more fntermasion on Werdd Ingeeiors Dy wisir
¥

aweun iffwerid org

Left: Steve Leung’s project, the Yuan at Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai
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Inspiring young designers

‘This being the first year involved in the World Interiors
Day, HKDI hoped ro build momentum to promaote interior
design and cach of the lectures went some way to inspire
the designers of the future. “l shared my experiences with
the students. | shared with them my carcer, starting from
a very young primary student and then to university, and
then 1o nowadays,” says Leung. “I think Hong Kong, at the
moment, is at a crossroads. There's a lot of complaints among
different groups of people, especially young people. They
teel frustrated, so | wanted to give them positive energy.”

Lighting design is an area of interior design not many
people are aware of, but it serves a hugely important role
in the look of a btli]din;, both inside and out. With so
much o consider on 2 |'.'|:rj_:|: '|'|-n:l_i|:|."r i rl:u:‘iuirl:.‘. 1 ]ij_r,]ﬂi:&;_r,
specialist and Tine Kwan is one of the best in the business,
“It’s not that interior designers can't do lighting design,”
says Kowan, “it’s just that lighting has become a lirtle bit
more technical and not many interior designers have the
time to keep up to date with them.”

Tino Kwan also offered the audience an insight inro his
world. “1 said a bit about myself,” says Kwan. “That | was
born here and I was educared here, and now I'm working
here. And I tried to convey to my audience that Hong
Hﬂl'l!_!_ iy he VELY small bur, in fact, |.1.|:.‘.'|;-_;|'|.-|.' ra like me or
like Steve Leung are able to bring the design standard ro a
level that's internationally accepted.”

He also ralked a lirtle more abour lighting design as
a profession. “Even now, if people ask me what [ do and
| say “lighting design, they think I'm the one doing all

those Christmas lights on the buildings [laughs|. | also
demonstrated whar non-successful lighting design looks
like. If you don't show people the not-so-good ones, they
can't understand, so | did that in my talk,” says Ewan.

The designers also had some advice for the students.
Kwan belicves thar if Hong Kong designers really develop
themselves, they can stand among international designers.
*One of my staff reminded me that being a lighting
designer is very lucky because we have the oppormuniry 1o
work with many different designers around the world, to
sec or learn from what they do,”says Kwan. *We work with
interior designers, architects and landscape architecrs, Ir's
one of the perks [laughs].”

Steve Leung reminded students thar it vou really wane
to do interior design, you've got to have a passion for ir.
“You have to ask yourself whether you really like interior
design. Many young students think interior design is just
putting beautiful things together — bue it is much much
more than thar. The ]'l'rl.:lﬁ.'!'i"ii.llll'l i5 Eerling more and more
complex, like architecrure. As the profession is getting
more mature, the more specialisarions are being demanded.
I think a lot of young people have a very narrow definition
of interior design but actually it's quite broad,” says Leung,

loey Ho added that, too many students are in too much
of a hurry to become a designer. “They need experience,
they need to practise, to have stronger foundations. So |
tell them, try to get more exposure, because thar exposure
will change not only their carcer, but will really change how
they think, and how to move on,” sayvs He.

Tino Kwan's llghting project for the Peninsula Tokyo, Japan

https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed/vol13/iss13/8
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The masters of design

TSP SR |

Mandarin Palace, Nanjing by Steve Leung

STEVE LEUNG

Chairman of Steve Leang Design and president-clect of the
Internatisnal Federation of Intevior Designers/Arelitects

What makes interior design wunigue to
architecture or product deslgn?

I think, with interiors, we have more freedom to design.
Bur interior design is not as permanent. In architecture,
when you finish a building, the building is going o stand
there for 50 years or more, but in interior design they
sometimes do l:'n.'l:r}‘T]'l'll'lg all oweer AF AT five VLTS, The

beauty of that 15 that Vo have a rr;'l.l.th'ﬂ}' shiort C:I.TJL‘.

What are your views on the current state of
design education in Hong Kong?

I think it's gerting berter and better. | remember when |
was a student in architecture back in the 70s, there was
only one school of design that offered an interior design
eurriculum, and, ar thar fime, the polytechnic was not
a university. Now there’s a lot of different institutions
-:l!']'-rl.‘i.l'ii.; Lll:s.'li-_gl'l. cducation in interior |.|.-|.'$i.!_-'_1'|I and [ think
they are doing better and better every year. Bur 1 think
there s still a long way to go.

What's the most important lesson you've learned
In your time in the Industry?
I think the most important thing for me is to be yourself.

Architecture, interior design or any kind of busincss = at
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the end of the du:.', it's abaouwr you. Hiow Vil deal wirh pu.-u]fle.-.
Are you honest? Are vou humble? Are you working nicely
with people? | think, now, integrity is more important than
your professional ability. The better integrity you have,
the better your reputation and the more people actually
come to you. JThey want to make friends with you. They
trust you. That is the most important available asser. It's
not becanse you're a great designer or because you're a great
businessman. At the end of the day, it’s the personality. The
older I grow, the better | understand this.

How does it feel to be elected the first Chinese
president of the International Federation of
Interior Designers/Architects?

To become the first president of IF] from China, | think
it will be good tor China, goed tor Asia and good for 1FL.
This is a global arganisation. Ir shouldn't belong ro any one
country. It shouldnt belong to any particular individual, so
the best thing is to have the presidency rotare, OF course,
I will not regard myself as representing China because I'm
|.‘-|:|'|-rr.'.‘\.l:1'|'l'5:|'|"._: the whale world. | will make my decisions:
without prejudice. Currently as  president-clect, I'm
working very hard with my lralian president Scbastiano
Raneri. We wane 1o expand our membership. We want o
make IFl more transparent. We want to make IFI more
|'l|hlﬁ-:’.‘lr.';jhl.l:r noT ul'l]}' to the interior d |:5.'|!L_'_|'| P ession but o
the general public. | will be proposing something next year
when | become president that will become my goal.
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JOEY HO

Lxesign partuer of BAL Dyvsign and vice-chairman of the Hong
Kang Interior Design Arcociation

How would you describe your design style?
|[n|'-1:|:-'l.1'|.|'_l.' |'":l..l|'l]w.' will see a certain kind of 5[}-‘[: i me
but I feel the success of each project is more on the space
we create. When people really inhabit the space, they
stk to feel what our intent was — the :|1'|1.';|n'|:|:|1_r|.-"'|:.' hr:l.‘ll.'.
to me, is secondary. | would prefer that people treat me
more like a movie director because I'm more interested in
making meaning out of each challenge. It's like a movie -
vou start with a good storyline and the rest is about your
technigques and how you pur everyrhing together. We're
not just doing designs. We are co-ordinating with other
professions and consultants, and together we start to
influence our client. We give them some creative thoughts
related to the programme, to improve the entire thing.

How has your jeining with PAL design as a design
partner affected how you work?

| sex a practice not as a company or a setup. lo me, it's
a platform from which we do creative stuff. It's a new

challenge for both of our teams, and for me and [PAL

tounder] Patrick Leung. We have two different seyles but
we share the same goal and have the same mentality. Ye
understand that we still have owr own eom to develop
but at the same time we have another partner to challenge
each other. I think we can also inspire more design firms
that are reaching a time when they can incorporate with
each other. VWe're like The Avengers — together we have
a betrer ground to fight against our enemy [laughs). Ie%
been a year so far and we're pretty happy. | think we can
really see the benehr.

What's the most important lesson you've learned
in your time in the industry?

For the first part of my design carcer, | enly focused on
Lil:ﬁ'.i.!_{l'l wself. I weas so0 into -\.][."‘\-i_l_{l'l that CVEry '|'|:r-::-_i|:f'l [ did
was tocused on it. After about 12 years, | realised thar 1
should make use of design to create my own life. And |
think that is a very good lesson. | realised all the ideas
and all the conce pts are through my own ideas of life, my
AT LI|:'|.|.|l:r.‘.r'.'|1'|-:‘|'t||g of lite, my own eXposure. And thar
started to shape my design again. | realised I should live
properly, so | can do even better design. This doesa’t mean
I've changed my working pattern. [t's the same. Bur ir was
the mentality that changed and, to me, that was a very

il'l'tl,‘lm"l.’lnl' lesson.

Joey Ho's projects, Clockwise from top left: Urbkan Cafe Commune, Hong Kong; Bracket House, Singapore;
Hotel Constance, Pasadena, USA; Spring Learning Centre, Hong Kong

Published by VTC Institutional Repository, 2016
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From left: Four Seasons Hotel Seoul, Korea; Mango Tree restaurant, Hong Keng by Tino Kwan

TINO KWAN

Ligheing designer and fonnder of Tinohisvan
Lighting Consultants

What drew you to lighting design?

It was kind of by accident because | was trained as an
interior designer and a product designer. In facr, after 1
:|_r.|".=|-:1'|.1'.'|[l:-.i from | ]u-n;-_: [":'ZII'I;L" ]-’.;.]}-[ I 1 worked tor a shorr
time as an interior designer in Hong Kong, doing very
small interiors, for maybe six months. Then [ heard about
an American lighting design company in Hong Kong
who wanted to hire a designer. I thought 1 was going to
do produces, like light firtings, but at the interview they
said “acrually, we do thar but we do much more lighting
planning design’. So that's how | got into lighting design
—and I fell in love with ir.

How would you describe your style of work?

I don't know if you would call it a style but when I starred
doing lighting design, 1 looked at other people’s work
and 1 realised thar even ]'lq'l:lfl:.‘.h'un]-l] ]i_Lr.]'H!"lrLg Lil::~'|_|_r||'|1.'r5.
tend to put a lot of lights in their designs. | find this
very excessive. | really dislike it because it destrovs the
interior, 5o that’s why I came up with my philosophy of
trying to use less light sources or fittings while still being
able o EIVE the desired effecr. 1 realized w]'l}' Lil::~'|_|_r.|'|1;r5.
use so many lights = it’s because they're not very sure of
what they're doing. They do it 1o be safe. They put more
rather than worry that it's not bright enough. 5o, when
| design, I waork closely with the interior designers on
the materials becavse the reflections, together with the
ambient lighe coming from the decorative lights, is whar

allows me to use a lot less to achieve the design intent.

Lighting has joined the ranks of the smart home
technologles with Wi-Fl-controlled functionallty.
How does this affect vour designs?

The latest lighting technology or developments are
mainly concerned with the light source, which is
primarily LED. A few years ago you couldn’t really touch
LED because, as a light source, it was very limited. The
colour was too cold and too white, and the light output
was too little. Nowadays you can really apply it to all

SIGHNIT I35UE THRTEEM 2016

sorts of lamps, from candle lamps in a chandelicr to a car
lamp or to street lamps. We are able 1o use LEDs for all
those functions., Also, with the technology of dimming
and control, using Wi-Fi or wharever, it makes it casily

accessible for people.

How impaortant is sustainability and green design
in your projects?

| always tell people thar green lighting or energy saving
lamps = they're not thar green if you overuse them. People
think that these lights are so energy cfficient or cnergy
saving and they end up using them in places where ir’s
not necessary to use them, so you end up with lighting
that’s not saving energy and i3 not 2 green solution. My
philosophy of using minimal lighting equipment to
achieve maximum lighting cffect is actually a very green
solution. This concept started long before the energy
crisis. 50 when | talk abour green lighting or green
solutions, we're not talking about purely wsing energy

efficient lamps. It's really about starting from the design.

Eor more J'r.',l'lu:.:-':.u.-r.".:u::'.lr ant Wordid Tnserior _ﬂ:r}'.

TIsiF o ifiwerid ory

The Peninsula Tokyo, Japan by Tino Kwan
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