/ SIGNED: The Magazine of The Hong Kong Design
‘ TC Institute

Article 3

January 2013

Editor's letter

Follow this and additional works at: https://repository.vic.edu.hk/ive-de-signed

b Part of the Art and Design Commons

Recommended Citation
(2013) "Editor's letter," SIGNED: The Magazine of The Hong Kong Design Institute: , 2-3.
Available at: https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed/vol5/iss5/3

This Front Matter is brought to you for free and open access by the Design at VTC Institutional Repository. It has
been accepted for inclusion in SIGNED: The Magazine of The Hong Kong Design Institute by an authorized editor of
VTC Institutional Repository. For more information, please contact wchu@vtc.edu.hk.


https://www.vtc.edu.hk/html/tc/
https://www.vtc.edu.hk/html/tc/
https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed
https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed
https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed/vol5/iss5/3
https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed?utm_source=repository.vtc.edu.hk%2Five-de-signed%2Fvol5%2Fiss5%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1049?utm_source=repository.vtc.edu.hk%2Five-de-signed%2Fvol5%2Fiss5%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://repository.vtc.edu.hk/ive-de-signed/vol5/iss5/3?utm_source=repository.vtc.edu.hk%2Five-de-signed%2Fvol5%2Fiss5%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:wchu@vtc.edu.hk

ANCOLD BENNETT

02

Published by VTC Institutional Repository, 2013

et al.: Editor's letter

I55UE HWVE 2013

In recent conversations with tl:'.l'-ii-{rl masters like
Alan Chan, Douglas Young, Yohji Yamamoto,
& 5

Charles Kaisin, Riccardo Tisci, Romeo Gigli, Boris
Hn:"r|:|[| :Illl;{1]]';:"|||H.‘j [1|1||.||."i} ol ]'-:le.'rrl I.f'lrlr:l'_:if'i:::l:_l.

All complained to me or one of my writers about
how commerce has smothered creativity in fashion,
product design and architecrure, leading to a dull

and depressing homogeneity. | liked the way the

issue was expressed recently by a 15-year veteran

of the fashion industry who told me that womens
fashion has become like a spaghetri Bolognese,

a mess of strands from mult iple and random
inspirations combined with a cloying mix of
incoherent reterences, This was almost exactly the
SaIe oo 'IElll_'Ii.l" 1|!i|1: Wik ]Il:zl‘d'l'. |_'|_1|" [t:—. Iil_l‘['l :;':i.:_'l_ll.'l
Romeo Gigli, who is profiled on page 16. Thankfully,
there was another common theme among all these
l;lt'..l-'!]_;:nr'r:-:, I:_'uli'l'l. ';:lll"l-"u"l'll.;'rl'l Il:l.‘_l- -'.'1'|:_’|r15':*|.| rI'II." I;IL'I:"

of their industry. They all wanted to see design
tuke a more radical pach, with less concern tor
commercial success and with more commitment to
diversity, sustainability and innovation. And that's
why ingenuity is the theme for this fifth edition of
SIGNED magazine. Ingenuiry is the red blood
of design, without it creativity becomes a sluggish
stream of anagmic froth, dribbling through the
veins of the design industry like weak tea. Winston
Churchill once said, *There is no limirt to the
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ingenuiry ol man” and he was 1'i|_1:,|11I
but there is a limit to how people
apply their ingenuity, which can be
".'l_Hll'iI_'r'.l'lr'll".-;l I.l‘].' [l';:'lliTil:_"'i 12T 1:1-:2:-1.-'+:rT_}", (§19
by forces that want less innovation.
Thus we have assembled here a
collection of stories thar pay tribure
to ingenuity. In the following pages
Berlin, Gigli, Yamamoto, Chan,
Young, Charles Kaisin, Thomas
Coldefy and Isabel Van Haute all
talk about how ingenuity has fuelled
their work, and the benefits it has
produced. The American thinker
F.:].l_ll I{‘I_'IHH_'ZI II:_I:‘Ei Lll._'ﬁll.r.:'.l.:l 1|]|.'f E!l,'il_'o,'ﬁ
between a challenge and a solution
as “the ingenuity gap”. In design,
this gap s usual the main obstacle to
the success of any project. Ingenuirty
offers a way to see the world from

1 unique perspective and thats the
best way to turn a challenge into a
design solution that can change the

way we live.

DANIEL JEFFREYS
Editor=In-Chief
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